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Digital Forensics

As a science that involves the identification, 
preservation, extraction, documentation,

and interpretation of digital media for evidentiary 
purposes
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Need for an academic offer

• Better-educated digital forensics professionals will 
help to gain further trust of and respect for the field 
of digital forensics

• lack of educated personnel has negative effects 
upon our nation’s safety, security, competitiveness, 
economic stability, and sense of due process

• general growing demand for students with expertise 
in computer forensics
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Initiators

• interdisciplinary team

• The degree is a collaborative effort between various 
academic partners:

• Eberhard Karls University Tübingen, Faculty of Law 

• University of Mannheim, Laboratory for Dependable 
Distributed Systems

• University of Education Thurgau, Centre of 
Instructional Design 

• University of Applied Sciences Albstadt-
Sigmaringen, Centre of Continuing Education
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Philosophy of the curriculum

to provide each student with:

1. Technical computer skills, including detailed knowledge 
on computers and networks;

2. Digital forensics knowledge and skills covering all aspects 
of the field, including all procedures to be used in the 
identification, collection, and examination/analysis of 
digital evidence from a myriad of digital devices;

3. Criminal and civil legal issues so that the student 
understands the legal implications that may occur as a 
result of his/her actions;

4. Numerous practical experiences to reduce the transition 
time from student to working professional (lab periods)
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Student Outcome Objectives

1. Preparation for becoming a digital forensics 
professional

2. Opportunities to establish a network of digital 
forensics contacts

3. An educational background directly linked to the 
work in a digital forensics laboratory

4. Exposure to the breadth of forensic science 
disciplines

5. Acculturation into the digital forensics and justice 
communities

6. Provision of a foundation for professional 
certification
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Target Populations for the Degree

• graduate or advanced undergraduate students from 
computer science, engineering technology, 
information technology, or similar technical 
programs. 

• security and IT workers from business and industry.

• local, state, and national law enforcement
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Curriculum Overview
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General Conditions

Masters Degree 

• is composed of 17 required modules + thesis (120 
ECTS) delivered within 6 semesters

• costs EUR 15,000 (recognition of academic 
credentials possible, reduces costs)

• appropriate undergraduate degree and relevant 
professional experience of at least 1 year required
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Delivery

courses will be delivered through a hybrid format (75% 
online / 25% on-campus program)

• provides the ability to reach non-traditional, working 
and mature students

• allows to reach a geographically dispersed student 
population
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Teaching Professionals

• prominent non-tenure track professionals with real-
world experience in law enforcement and digital 
forensics

• Professors and Ph.D. students
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Curriculum
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